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Summary of document: 
Prevention and Management of Sepsis  

 

Scope: 
This adopted guideline is to support all health care professionals who provide care for women in the 

antenatal, intrapartum and postnatal period. 

The guidance below uses the term 'woman' (pronouns she or her) to describe individuals whose sex 

assigned at birth was female, whether they identify as female, male or non-binary. It is important to 

acknowledge it is not only people who identify as women for whom it is necessary to access women's 

health and reproductive services. Therefore, this should include people who do not identify themselves 

as women but who are pregnant or have recently given birth. Obstetric and Midwifery services and 

delivery of care must therefore be appropriate, inclusive and sensitive to the needs of those individuals 

whose gender identity does not align with the sex that they were assigned at birth. 

 
To be read in conjunction with: 
664 Maternal Collapse Guideline  

1299 Midwifery Led Care Guideline  
 
NICE Intrapartum care guideline. NG235 
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng235 -open in a new tab  

file://///cymru.nhs.uk/hdd_dfs/shares/Hywel%20Dda/Corporate%20Services%20Directorate/Policies%20&%20Procedures/02%20-%20Written%20Control%20Documentation/719%20-%20Sepsis%20Procedure/Version%202%20draft/664%20Maternal%20Collapse%20Guideline
file://///cymru.nhs.uk/hdd_dfs/shares/Hywel%20Dda/Corporate%20Services%20Directorate/Policies%20&%20Procedures/02%20-%20Written%20Control%20Documentation/719%20-%20Sepsis%20Procedure/Version%202%20draft/1299%20Midwifery%20Led%20Care%20Guideline
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng235
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RCOG Identification and management of maternal sepsis during and following pregnancy GTG No. 64 
https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1471-0528.18009 -opens in new tab 
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Exceptions  
Please note the three following exceptions to this guideline that will be supported in Hywel Dda Health 

Board. 

1.The Hywel Dda University Health Board (HDdUHB) adopted Wales maternity Network, Maternity 

Sepsis screening and Management: Guidelines and Standards for Practice states to document all 

observations on a MEOWS chart. The staff in HDdUHB will enter all clinical observations on the 

Maternity Early Warning Score chart (MEWS). 

2.Local HDdUHB obstetric antibiotic guideline is to be used with Sepsis  
  
The  local obstetric antibiotic guideline – is accessible via the EOLAS app or via the intranet on:  
https://app.eolasmedical.com/organisation/landing/null?organisationId=ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-
university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f&sectionId=SEC%237b839b9e-
de4e-4c5f-8ed0-20917888c677&origin=section&loginToken=EOLAS%23ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-
university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f%230fd40733-ee7a-4ff5-a0b0-
87e84c46d5c2’ -opens in a new tab  
 
3. In with HDdUHB local antibiotic guidance during  assessment  and management of maternal sepsis 
when performing the Sepsis 6 actions ensure : 

• Screen for MRSA in addition to collecting blood cultures/pus/swab from any likely source, 
including urine, prior to commencing antibiotics. 

• Check the  patient’s previous Microbiology results for Multi-Drug Resistant (MDR) organisms 
e.g. MRSA.  
 

Caveat.  
Despite the review date on the adopted guideline being 2019 this is the latest version at this time 

(02/12/2025).   

Scope  
This guideline is to support all health care professionals who provide care for women in the antenatal, 

intrapartum and postnatal period   

 

Aim  
The aim of adopting the All Wales Maternity Sepsis Screening and Management: Guidelines and 

Standards for Practice is to recognise/prevent and manage a Sepsis in line with best evidence but 

recognises that some of the recommendations specifically apply to management within hospital 

settings and may not be suitable for out of hospital births where facilities may require different 

practices. 

https://app.eolasmedical.com/organisation/landing/null?organisationId=ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f&sectionId=SEC%237b839b9e-de4e-4c5f-8ed0-20917888c677&origin=section&loginToken=EOLAS%23ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f%230fd40733-ee7a-4ff5-a0b0-87e84c46d5c2
https://app.eolasmedical.com/organisation/landing/null?organisationId=ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f&sectionId=SEC%237b839b9e-de4e-4c5f-8ed0-20917888c677&origin=section&loginToken=EOLAS%23ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f%230fd40733-ee7a-4ff5-a0b0-87e84c46d5c2
https://app.eolasmedical.com/organisation/landing/null?organisationId=ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f&sectionId=SEC%237b839b9e-de4e-4c5f-8ed0-20917888c677&origin=section&loginToken=EOLAS%23ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f%230fd40733-ee7a-4ff5-a0b0-87e84c46d5c2
https://app.eolasmedical.com/organisation/landing/null?organisationId=ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f&sectionId=SEC%237b839b9e-de4e-4c5f-8ed0-20917888c677&origin=section&loginToken=EOLAS%23ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f%230fd40733-ee7a-4ff5-a0b0-87e84c46d5c2
https://app.eolasmedical.com/organisation/landing/null?organisationId=ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f&sectionId=SEC%237b839b9e-de4e-4c5f-8ed0-20917888c677&origin=section&loginToken=EOLAS%23ORG%23staging-hywel-dda-university-health-board%23b78e7fbc-e657-400f-ab2c-71fb7b45447f%230fd40733-ee7a-4ff5-a0b0-87e84c46d5c2
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Objectives  
The objective of this guideline is to focus on basic clinical skills, with prompt recognition of Sepsis, and 

emphasise communication and teamwork in the management of Sepsis. 

  

 

Adopted Maternity Sepsis Screening and Management; Guidelines and 
Standards for Practice. 
 
Diagnosis of maternal sepsis is challenging, and continued effort is required in early recognition and 
prompt management of sepsis in maternity services. In addition, pregnant women are presenting with 
increasingly complex pre-existing comorbidities such as diabetes, post-transplant patients, and patients 
with HIV. They are at higher risk of infection and can be challenging to manage. 
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