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7. Appendix 1  Flow chart Management of neonatal head injuries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baby falls on postnatal ward 

Urgent paediatric review of baby. 
Thorough history and examination. 

Commence hourly neurological 
observations. Consider analgesia 

Discuss with Paediatrician need for 
CT scan head 

Absolute indication for CT head 

Request urgent CT head 

24 hour period of observation and 
senior review before discharge 

No Yes 

CT Abnormal CT normal 

Discuss with on call neurosurgical 
registrar urgently. Inform consultant 

Paediatrician. 

Discharge when neurosurgical team 
and paediatric consultant agree that 

baby is ready for discharge 

Arrange neonatal follow-up on 
discharge. Neurological follow-u as 

advised by neurosurgical team 

Inform safeguarding team of all 
cases of infant falls. If any social 

concerns discuss with social 
services prior to discharge 

Home 
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