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Summary of document: 
The aim of adopting the All Wales Guideline: Prevention and Management of Postpartum Haemorrhage (Version 
4) is to ensure that women do not come to avoidable harm, including death, as the result from bleeding following 
giving birth through timely prediction, identification and management of Post Partum Haemorrhage (PPH). 
 
Scope: 
This guideline applies to women/birthing people who present in the hospital or home environment with  
a postpartum haemorrhage and is to be followed by obstetricians, midwives, anaesthetists and other  
healthcare professionals involved in caring for these patients. Whilst this guideline gives a generalised 
approach it is important to recognise that each woman’s care should be individualised for her unique 
situation.  
The guidance below uses the term 'woman' (pronouns she or her) to describe individuals whose sex 
assigned at birth was female, whether they identify as female, male or non-binary. It is important to 
acknowledge it is not only people who identify as women for whom it is necessary to access women's 
health and reproductive services. Therefore, this should include people who do not identify themselves 
as women but who are pregnant or have recently given birth.  
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Obstetric and Midwifery services and delivery of care must therefore be appropriate, inclusive and 
sensitive to the needs of those individuals whose gender identity does not align with the sex that they 
were assigned at birth. 
 
To be read in conjunction with: 
503 Major Haemorrhage Policy – opens in a new tab.  

Patient information: 

Include links to Patient Information Library 
 
Owning group:  
Maternity Guideline, Audit and Research Group  
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Executive Director job title:  
Andrew Carruthers, Chief Operating Officer  
 
Reviews and updates: 
Version 1 new guideline  
Version 2  
Version 3 updated   24.5.2025 
 

Keywords 
Postpartum, haemorrhage, PPH 
 
Glossary of terms 
PPH – Postpartum Haemorrhage  
OBSCyrmu – Obstetric Bleed Strategy Cymru  
ROTEM - Rotational Thromboelastometry 
 

  

file://///Client/C$/Users/li226684/OneDrive%20-%20NHS%20Wales/Obstetrics/Writing%20guidelines/503%20Major%20Haemorrhage%20Policy
http://howis.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/862/page/60265
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Scope  
This guideline applies to women/birthing people who present in the hospital or home environment with  
a postpartum haemorrhage and is to be followed by obstetricians, midwives, anaesthetists and other  
healthcare professionals involved in caring for these patients. 
 

Aim 
The aim of adopting the revised All Wales All Wales Guideline: Prevention and Management of Postpartum 
Haemorrhage (Version 4) is to support: health professional’s practice in all settings but recognises that some of 
the recommendations specifically apply to management within hospital settings and may not be suitable for out of 
hospital births where facilities and resources may require different practices.. 
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