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Statement 

 
 

Please remember policy documents are 
published to both the intranet and internet.   

 
The version on the internet must be translated 

to Welsh. 
 
 

Age X    
Disability X    
Gender 
reassignment 

X    

Pregnancy and 
maternity 

X    

Race X    
Religion/ Belief X    
Sex X    
Sexual 
Orientation 

X    

Marriage and 
civil partnership 

X    

Welsh Language X    
Human Rights X    

Risk Assessment Summary 
 
Have you identified any risks arising from the implementation of this policy 
/ procedure / written control document? 
 
No risks identified. 
 
Have you identified any Information Governance issues arising from the 
implementation of this policy / procedure / written control document?   
 
No risks identified. 
 
Have you identified any training and / or resource implications as a result of 
implementing this?  
 
No risks identified. 
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2  Objective  
 
This guideline supports the RCOG management of GBS in pregnancy and 
outlines caveats for recommendations and practice within Powys. 
 
3 Equality Statement 
 
Powys Teaching Health Board Maternity Services are committed to:  
 

• The elimination of unlawful and unfair discrimination  
• The active promotion of equal opportunities for women and their 

families and our workforceThe protection of the human rights of 
women and their families and our workforce 

• The promotion of inclusive relationships between groups who share 
protected characteristics and those who don’t  

• The valuing of the diversity inherent in the communities we serve and 
in our workforce. 

 
The words ‘woman’ and ‘women’ have been used throughout this document 
as this is the way that the majority of those who are pregnant and having a 
baby will identify. For the purpose of this document, this term includes girls. 
It also includes people whose gender identity does not correspond with their 
birth sex or who may have a non-binary identity. Similarly, where the term 
‘parents’ is used, this should be taken to include anyone who has main 

1 Policy Statement / Introduction  

This guideline is the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
Green Top 36 guideline on the Prevention of Early-onset Neonatal Group B 
Streptococcal Disease (2017) and is being adopted in Powys Teaching 
Health Board with exception of the caveats below. 
 
The link to the published document can be found here: 
https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1471-0528.14821 
 
A version of the RCOG guidance saved on the Maternity Templates 
SharePoint under current guidelines – MAT062  
 
All pregnant women should be provided with the patient information leaflet 
on GBS in their booking packs: 
 
GBS in pregnancy and newborn babies - Patient information leaflet 
(rcog.org.uk) 
 

https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1471-0528.14821
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/patients/patient-information-leaflets/pregnancy/pi-gbs-pregnancy-newbornnewlogo21.pdf
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/patients/patient-information-leaflets/pregnancy/pi-gbs-pregnancy-newbornnewlogo21.pdf
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responsibility caring for a baby. It is recognised that there are many 
different family arrangements. 
 
When translation services are required, there is the expectation that a face-
to-face translator or digital interpretation services will be provided. The 
Language Line App is available to all maternity staff to use for this purpose. 
Consideration is required with written documents and leaflets to be provided 
in a woman’s preferred or 1st language.  
 
For further support and advice contact PTHB Equality Team: 
powys.equalityandwelsh@wales.nhs.uk 
 
 5.1 Midwives  

All staff working the maternity services have responsibility for: 
 

• Reading and being familiar with contents of this document 
• Referring women appropriately for additional care where 

required 
• Working to the requirements of their role within the scope of 

this guideline 
 

 5.2 Assistant Head of Midwifery 

The Assistant Head of Midwifery and Sexual Health Services has 
responsibility for: 
 

• Ensuring dissemination of this document to all relevant staff 
• Liaising with District General Hospitals (DGH) to feedback 

where care has fallen outside of this guideline 
 

 5.3 Consultant Midwife 

The consultant midwife has responsibility for: 
 

4 Definitions  

 
• PTHB – Powys Teaching Health Board 
• GBS – Group B Streptococcus  
• IAP – Intrapartum Antibiotic Prophylaxis 
• CIS – Clinical Information Sharing  

 
5 Responsibilities 

mailto:powys.equalityandwelsh@wales.nhs.uk
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• Supporting implementation of this document 
• Reviewing any new evidence or guidance that is produced that 

may influence the service  
• Communicating any key changes in advice that might 

influence service provision to the Midwifery Leadership and 
Management team for consideration. 

• Being available in an advisory capacity related to care outside 
of guidance 

 
 5.4 Governance Lead 

 
The Women and Children’s Risk and Governance Lead has 
responsibility for: 
 

• Monitoring review of incidents in relation to content of this 
document 

 
6 Powys Caveats 
 
 6.1 Intrapartum Antibiotic Prophylaxis (IAP) 

 
Offer women IAP who: 
 

• have had a positive GBS result (urine and/or vaginal 
anorectal) in the current pregnancy         

• had a baby previously affected by early or late onset GBS.  
 
These will be administered in an obstetric unit and are not available 
in Powys. 
 
For women who have had GBS in a previous pregnancy:  
 

• Explain that the likelihood of maternal GBS carriage in this 
pregnancy is 50%. Discuss the options of IAP or 
bacteriological testing in late pregnancy and then offer IAP if 
still positive. 

• If performed, bacteriological testing should ideally be carried 
out at 35-37 weeks gestation or 3-5 weeks prior to anticipated 
delivery date, e.g. 32-34 weeks of gestation for women with 
twins. 

 
However, the charcoal low vaginal swabs that are offered by the 
NHS are only 50% effective at detecting a positive GBS result. The 
recommended swabs are ‘enriched culture medium’ swabs, which 
are not available on the NHS. These are considered to have a 
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greater detection rate, although the precise detection rate varies 
depending on the brand of swab.  
Women should be advised of this to inform their decision making. 
Should they wish to obtain a private swab they should be directed 
to the Group B Strep Support charity;  
https://gbss.org.uk/ 
 

 6.2 Declining Intrapartum Antibiotic Prophylaxis (IAP) 

The named midwife should offer a full discussion about the 
recommendation for IAP and if declining, explore the rationale for 
this. A balanced discussion with consideration of the benefits and 
risks of each intrapartum setting should be had. The midwife should 
ensure that the woman understands the information she is provided 
with. A record of the discussion to be documented in the handheld 
pregnancy record. Pregnant women should be provided with the 
patient information leaflet on GBS in pregnancy and newborn to 
support this discussion. 
GBS in pregnancy and newborn babies - Patient information leaflet 
(rcog.org.uk) 
 
If the woman declines Intrapartum Antibiotic Prophylaxis: 
 

• Record the discussion and her decision in the handheld 
record  

• Support her chosen place of birth (Midwifery-Led Care 
Guideline) 

• Recommend post-birth transfer for neonatal review and 
recommended sepsis risk calculator observations 

 
Should postnatal transfer for neonatal review, sepsis risk calculator 
and an observation period (routinely of 24 hours) be declined, a 
clinical information sharing (CIS) proforma should be completed and 
circulated as per MAT 079 ‘Informed choice, personalised care and 
care outside recommended guidelines’. The care plan in Powys 
should include detail described in the ‘Powys Births’ section below.  
 

 6.3 Where choosing a birth in Powys & declining postnatal 
transfer 
 
This guideline should be used in conjunction with MAT 102 NEWTT 
Guideline  MAT 102 NEWTT2 Guideline.pdf including completion of 
the newborn NEWTT2 Risk Assessment Tool (Appendix A) and 
NEWTT2 observation chart (Appendix B). The care plan should be 
noted in the risk assessment and in the records. 
 

https://gbss.org.uk/
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/patients/patient-information-leaflets/pregnancy/pi-gbs-pregnancy-newbornnewlogo21.pdf
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/patients/patient-information-leaflets/pregnancy/pi-gbs-pregnancy-newbornnewlogo21.pdf
https://nhswales365.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/POW_comm_policy%26writtencontrol%20documents/Shared%20Documents/Policies,%20Procedures%20and%20other%20Written%20Control%20Documents/Clinical%20Libraries/MAT%20-%20Midwifery/MAT%20102%20NEWTT2%20Guideline.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=eBoJQH
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When a woman declines to transfer for neonatal observations. The 
following plan should be advised: 
 

• Babies should be evaluated at birth for clinical signs and 
symptoms of infection and have their observations (including 
temperature, heart rate and respiration rate) checked and 
recorded on the ‘NEWTT2’ observation chart. 
The full clinical picture from intrapartum care should be 
considered. 

• For babies born at home perform observations at 1- and 2-
hours, and 2 hourly until the home is left. 

• For babies born in a birth centre, observations at 1- and 2-
hours, then 2-hourly until discharge. 

• Document findings in the baby postnatal records to enable 
them to be reviewed during the postnatal period. 

• Ensure handover of care includes CIS/maternal GBS carrier 
status 

• Prioritise postnatal care according to clinical need, including 
early 1st visit.    

 
7 Signs and symptoms of an unwell infant 
 
Transfer to the nearest obstetric unit as per All Wales Transfer Guideline 
should be advised according to NEWTT 2 escalation. Discuss care plan and 
transfer with the on call neonatologist at nearest obstetric unit.  
 
In addition, parents should be informed to seek urgent medical advice if 
they are concerned that the baby is showing any of the following symptoms: 
 

• Is showing abnormal behaviour  
• Is unusually floppy 
• Develops feeding difficulties or difficulties with tolerating feeds 
• Has an abnormal temperature unexplained by environmental factors 

(lower than 36c and higher than 38c) 
• Has rapid breathing 
• Has a change in skin colour 

 
These should also be documented in the postnatal record. 
 
During the postnatal period, midwives should ensure parents are fully aware 
of the signs and symptoms of an unwell/compromised baby and, if they are 
concerned that appropriate advice/actions are not being taken by parents 
in these circumstances and the baby is at risk, contact PTHB safeguarding 
team 07387064356 or PowysTHB.Safeguarding@wales.nhs.uk for advice 
and support. 
 

mailto:PowysTHB.Safeguarding@wales.nhs.uk
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8 Safeguarding 

If any safeguarding concerns or significant risk factors are identified for a 
unborn child or young person/vulnerable adult practitioners must follow 
Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) and SGP036 Safeguarding Policy 
Policies & Written Control Documents - SGP 036 Safeguarding Policy.pdf 
(sharepoint.com) . Advice and support concerning any safeguarding issue 
can be sought from PTHB Safeguarding Team via the Safeguarding Hub on 
01686 252806 or email PowysTHB.Safeguarding@wales.nhs.uk (Monday-
Friday 09:00-17:00, excluding Bank Holidays). Outside of office hours, Local 
Authority can be contacted on 0345 0544 847 or contact Silver on Call.  
All registered practitioners should access appropriate safeguarding 
supervision and training as per guidance. Safeguarding Supervision 
(sharepoint.com) 
 

9 Monitoring Compliance, Audit & Review  

This document will be reviewed every three years or earlier should audit 
results or changes to legislation / practice within PTHB indicate otherwise.  
 
10 References / Bibliography 

 
If you include a PTHB document please ensure you have the document code 
and correct title. 

https://nhswales365.sharepoint.com/sites/POW_comm_policy%26writtencontrol%20documents/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPOW%5Fcomm%5Fpolicy%26writtencontrol%20documents%2FShared%20Documents%2FPolicies%2C%20Procedures%20and%20other%20Written%20Control%20Documents%2FNon%20Clinical%20Libraries%2FSGP%20%2D%20Safeguarding%20%28Adult%20and%20Children%29%2FSGP%20036%20Safeguarding%20Policy%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPOW%5Fcomm%5Fpolicy%26writtencontrol%20documents%2FShared%20Documents%2FPolicies%2C%20Procedures%20and%20other%20Written%20Control%20Documents%2FNon%20Clinical%20Libraries%2FSGP%20%2D%20Safeguarding%20%28Adult%20and%20Children%29
https://nhswales365.sharepoint.com/sites/POW_comm_policy%26writtencontrol%20documents/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPOW%5Fcomm%5Fpolicy%26writtencontrol%20documents%2FShared%20Documents%2FPolicies%2C%20Procedures%20and%20other%20Written%20Control%20Documents%2FNon%20Clinical%20Libraries%2FSGP%20%2D%20Safeguarding%20%28Adult%20and%20Children%29%2FSGP%20036%20Safeguarding%20Policy%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPOW%5Fcomm%5Fpolicy%26writtencontrol%20documents%2FShared%20Documents%2FPolicies%2C%20Procedures%20and%20other%20Written%20Control%20Documents%2FNon%20Clinical%20Libraries%2FSGP%20%2D%20Safeguarding%20%28Adult%20and%20Children%29
mailto:PowysTHB.Safeguarding@wales.nhs.uk
https://nhswales365.sharepoint.com/sites/POW_Safeguarding_Intranet/SitePages/Safeguarding-Supervision.aspx
https://nhswales365.sharepoint.com/sites/POW_Safeguarding_Intranet/SitePages/Safeguarding-Supervision.aspx
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